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Introduction

Review of Concept-based Instruction

As our classrooms become more inclusive, the cognitive and affective variability between
students increases. Reaching high academic standards within any such classroom is daunting.
How do we not teach to the lowest common denominator? How can we ensure success for all of
our students in the same learning environment without individualizing each student’s educational
program? How can we be efficient and effective?

Concept-based instruction (CBI) is a model to mediate curriculum, instruction, and
assessment into manageable tasks that enables teachers to make the appropriate content-specific
information decisions that increases student achievement. CBI is conceptualized below.

State Standards
Local Goals
Content
Teacher Expertise

[ CBI ]

Conceptual Design W ( Knowledge Forms
Interactive & Spatial Delivery ! ' Graphic Organizers
Valid & Reliable Assessments J k Intellectual Operations
|
Increased
Access &

Achievement

For students to make sense of the sheer mass of factual data presented in class, they need
an overt and easily accessible strategy to not only organize information into a manageable
framework but also have important information linked in such a way that meaningful
connections between unique and different situations develop overtly. Cognitive psychologists
have found that increasing the structure and organization of presented material promotes proper
encoding into memory storage (Baddeley, 1999; Mintzes, Wandersee, & Novak, 1997), which is
foundational for the relational thinking skills required to understanding material (Bransford,
Sherwood, Vye, and Rieser, 1986). It is the ability of the learner to ‘know what to do’ and ‘why
to do it’ and ‘when to do it’ that is enhanced when thinking is modeled and activated within an
intellectual context (Niedelman, 1991) where information is organized to clearly reflect the



“richness of connections between units of knowledge” (Chi & Koeske, 1983). Overtly organizing
and linking information into meaningful units allows for greater amounts of material to be
recalled and understood (National Research Council, 2000; Baddeley, 1999).

Design. CBI begins with a content analysis for important ideas that align with state
standards. These guiding principles serve as umbrellas into which concepts are the bridge to
acquiring relational thinking skills by serving as anchors for the cognitive structure between facts
and principles. Concepts have attributes that represent the rules students use to categorize and
distinguish examples from non-examples. Explicitly specifying the attributes is critical to
provide students with the organizational rules that enable students to apply information and
knowledge to new circumstances, settings, places, events, and eras. For example, a river is an
example of a social studies concept that transcends time and place. Its attributes are: (a) a large
natural stream of water, (b) flowing from higher to lower elevation, and (c) empties into another
body of water. Often, the tendency is to jump from the concept label, in this case “river” to
specific examples, such as the Nile or Mississippi. A non-example is a creek. Though it consists
of two attributes of river, as defined here, conceptually it is not a large body of water. Attributes
help to avoid misrules in learning by providing a fundamental link that is constant across
virtually all examples of the concept (Tindal, Nolet, & Blake, 1992).

Delivery. CBI uses graphic organizers (GOs) as a visual and organizational template of
knowledge forms (principles, concepts and attributes, examples/non-examples) to communicate
relationships between concepts (Tukey, 1990), rather than requiring students to use cognitive
resources that they may not possess to extract relationships from text (Robinson, 1998). GOs
provide students with a meaningful conceptual framework from which they can activate their
prior knowledge better and faster than text itself (Dunston, 1992) while creating new schema
while learning new material (Ausebel, 1968).

Assessment. Research has repeatedly shown that students with disabilities, non-identified
low achieving students, and students at-risk of academic failure do not succeed in factually based
assessments (Schulte, Villwock, Whichard, & Stallings, 2001, Prater, 1993), yet these are the
most prominent types used in classes. CBI uses assessments that support the development of
critical thinking skills by requiring learners to first acquire and control factual information as a
basis to manipulate information in establishing relationships between knowledge forms. The
process of acquiring critical thinking skills should be viewed as a continuum of both depth and
breadth of declarative content knowledge, and procedural problem-solving skills (Tindal &
Nolet, 1995). To reflect this continuum, assessment systems should be designed to measure
improvement of and be sensitive to all performing students in inclusive general education
settings.

Overview of Training Module

This training module is divided into five chapters, each of which is designed to give you
step-by-step practice in developing a concept-based instructional unit.

il



¢ Instructional Planning and Curriculum Analysis: How do you figure out what
concepts you want students to learn in a given unit? What sort of issues do you need
to consider in your planning making your teaching effective?

¢ Instructional Delivery: How do you design your curriculum to ensure that it is
accessible to as wide a range of students as possible? What modifications and graphic
organizers make most sense to use —and when does it make most sense to present
them—in a particular unit?

¢ Independent Activity: How do you design activities for students to complete
independently which help them learn to apply the concepts presented in a particular
unit to other situations?

® Assessment: How do you design and implement assessments in a way that provides
you with feedback you can use to evaluate and improve both student learning and
your own instruction?

® Teacher Reflection: What sort of questions should you ask yourself at the end of
each unit to allow you to continue to improve as a teacher?

Each section within each chapter first provides you with a general concept (classroom
example) containing information about that particular component of teaching CBI addressed in
the chapter. Second, each chapter has a guided practice activity (in-class activity) designed to
clarify the concepts and activities you will be using to organize your thoughts in that particular
area. Each chapter concludes with an independent activity (homework assignment) which will
allow you to apply concept-based instruction to a unit or units of your own choosing.

» General Concept (Classroom Example): Each section begins with a general example
illustrating each component.

» Guided Practice (in-class activity): Following each general example, you will have an
opportunity to apply your knowledge in a guided practice activity from the content
provided in this training module.

* Independent Practice (homework assignment): Using your own content, you will
demonstrate your understanding of the model in the Homework Assignment. In this
section, you will develop a unit from curriculum you have selected. The Evaluation
Form may be used to obtain feedback from a peer and a final evaluation from the
instructor.

After completing this training module, you will be proficient with the process of
designing, delivering, and assessing content material conceptually, thus ensuring that all students
in your classes have been presented information in a way that makes the important concepts in
your curriculum transparent. Your curriculum will be aligned with the state standards, and you
will have additional resources to enhance your lessons. Finally, you will be proficient in
designing and using assessment measures that will inform your teaching and track students’
learning to allow for better instructional decision-making.

il
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Section 1:

Instructional Planning and Curriculum Analysis

CONCEPT EXAMPLE

The first step in designing your curriculum conceptually is to analyze your curriculum.
This process comprises four steps: read the text, determine the important ideas you want your
students to know, align state standards to match those ideas, and finally choose concepts and
attributes that support important ideas and standards.

Read the lyrics to the song “Garden Party” by Rick Nelson (1972) below.

Went to a garden party, Reminisced with my old friends, A chance to share old memories, Play
the songs again.

When I got to the garden party They all knew my name, No one recognized me, I didn't look the
same.

But it's all right, now, I've learned my lesson well, See, you can't please ev'ryone, So you got to
please yourself.

People came from miles around, Ev'ryone was there; Yoko brought a walrus, There was magic in
the air.

Over in the corner, Much to my surprise, Mr. Hughes hid in Dylan's shoes, Wearin' his disguise.

But it's all right, now, Learned my lesson well, See, you can't please ev'ryone, So you got to
please yourself.

Played them all the old songs, I thought that's why they came, No one heard the music, Didn't
look the same.

I said hello to Mary Lou, She belongs to me, When I sang a song about a honky tonk It was time
to leave.

But it's all right, now, I've learned my lesson well, See, you can't please ev'ryone, So you got to
please yourself.

Someone opened up the closet door, And out stepped Johnny B. Goode, Playin' guitar like a-
ringin' a bell, And lookin' like he should.

Now if you got to play a garden party, [ wish you a lotta luck; But if memories is all I sing I'd
rather drive a truck.

Gettin' all right, now, I've learned my lesson well, See, you can't please ev'ryone, So you got to
please yourself. [REPEAT]



Important Ideas

If one were to use this song as content, several important ideas in the song could be
extracted and discussed. For simplicity, I have identified three, though there are many more.

1. Self-esteem: “Gotta please yourself”
2. Living in the present and not in the past: “Can’t please everyone”

3. Relationships in context: “Garden Party”

Concepts, Attributes, Examples, and Non-Examples

Using the following definitions and explanations, I have provided an example of a
concept that would facilitate learning about relationships in context.

* Concept: A class of events, names, dates, etc. that share a common set of defining
attributes or characteristics. A concept is timeless, universal, abstract and broad, and it is
usually represented by one to two words. When identifying a concept, consider why it is
important that students learn this information. This will lead you to a broader vision of the
topic and assist in the articulation of the concept.

¢ Attribute: Essential element of a concept. Attributes help students gain a deeper
understanding of the concept. Once you have identified a concept and several examples,
identify the concept’s critical characteristics. To assist in this process, write a dictionary
definition of the concept. What defines the concept and is consistent across all examples of
the concept? These are the attributes.

CONCEPT EXAMPLE

Concept Attributes Example /Non Examples

= Example: old friends, acquaintances

Gathering of people = Non-example: jail inmates

Distinct event
(particular location,
specific time, etc.)

= Example: reunion of artists.
= Non-example: trial at 10 a.m.

Part = Example: celebrating memories
y Intent to have fun = Non eI:(ample' wakeg

= Example: playing songs, reminiscing

Activities
= Non-example: none

= Example: musical instruments

Party items
y = Non-example: none

Party is a simplistic concept, but understanding the concept of party will support
discrimination (party vs. not a party) and contextual relationships. In social studies, though there
are many more forces driving your instruction (state standards, local goals, teacher expertise, and
content) that make analyzing curriculum more complex, the process is the same.

1-3




GUIDED PRACTICE

Key Areas

Curriculum:

* Resources

* Term/Unit Planning

¢ Concepts and Attributes
Instruction:

* Prior Knowledge

* Active Learning Strategies

* Diversity/Inclusion Strategies

* Accommodations/Modifications

* Organizational/Review Strategies

* Technology Integration
Assessment:

¢ Standards Alignment

* Assessment Strategies

Considering your content area, building resources, and student population, can you
identify additional key areas to those above when planning this unit?

1.

2.

Curriculum

Gaynor Ellis, E., Esler, A., (1999). World War II and Its Aftermath. World History, Connections
to Today (pp. 786-820). Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall.

Read the following chapter about World War II. Focus on pulling out the important ideas
(main ideas, themes, etc.) that would highlight the important content to be presented.



World War II and Its Aftermath

(1931-1949)

CHAPTER OUTLINE

1 Aggression, Appeasement, and War
2 The Global Conflict: Axis Advances
3 The Global Conflict: Allied Successes
4 Toward Victory

5 From World War to Cold War

ere and there along the quiet Normandy

beach, German officers peered through
binoculars into the English Channel. Behind
them, the French coast bristled with barbed
wire. Metal tank traps spiked out of the sand.
From dunes and cliffs, machine-gun nests and
artillery pointed toward the sea.

Suddenly, through the thinning morning
mist, a warship appeared. Soon, a dozen such
silhouettes loomed into view, then a hundred,
then more. It was dawn on June 6, 1944, and
the largest naval invasion in history had just be-
gun. As German guns roared into action, thou-
sands of ships, carrying 176,000 American,
British, Canadian, and French troops, began the
assault on Nazi-controlled Europe. Cornelius
Ryan, a war correspondent, later recalled the
landing:

66The noise was deafening as the boats . . .
churned steadily for shore. In the slop-
ping, bouncing [landing] craft, the
men had to shout to be heard over the
diesels. . . . There were no heroes in
these boats, just cold, miserable, anx-
ious men.99

Despite heavy German resistance, the opera-
tion was a success. Allied troops were soon
marching inland, through France to Germany.
The “D-Day” invasion, as it is known, marked
the beginning of the end of World War I1.

World War IT was the most costly conflict in
history. It also had enormous impact on world

786 Chapter 31

1-5

politics, shifting the balance of power away from
Western Europe into the hands of the United
States and the Soviet Union. Finally, like all
wars, World War II had a purely human dimen-
sion. For millions of people, it was not a page in
history, but a daily struggle between life and
death.

FOCUS ON these questions as you read:

@ Continuity and Change
Why was the world plunged into a second
global conflict just two decades after World
War I?

@ Economics and Technology
How did technology affect the nature of the
fighting and the extent of destruction in
World War 112

B Political and Social Systems
How did totalitarian regimes carry out their
goals during the war?

Global Interaction
How did World War II change the balance of
world power?

6%

Geography and History
How did geography influence the war in
Eastern Europe and Russia?

TIME AND PLACE
e :




World War 1] After only 20 years of peace, war engulfed Europe and the world once more in
- 1939. World War Il was very different from World War I: Instead of a static war of trenches, it
was mobile, high Speed and deadly: Airplanes, tanks, and warships moved troops quickly to the
- front. Battle lines shifted from tiny Pacific islands to the deserts of North Africa, from the steppes
_of Russia to the skies above London. The conflict killed tens of millions of men, women, and :
children. From its ashes arose a new world dominated by two superpowers, the United States
‘ and the Sowet Union. Here, Allied paratroopers land on a French beach on D-Day, June 6, 1944.
_Economics and Technology What does this painting Suggest about flghtmg during World
War 7

HUMANITIES LINK

k’l&‘ﬁ@w Pablo Picasso, Guernica (page 790)
Literaiy 1?/’@ In this chapter, you will encounter passages from the followmg works of lit
 erature: Cornelius Ryan, The Longest Day (page 786), W. H Auden ”In Memory of W. B

1939 1941 1945
Germany invades Japan bombs World War Il
Poland; World Pearl Harbor; ends; world
War |l begins U.S. enters learns of
war Holocaust

Chapter 31 787
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7 Aggz‘*egsiéﬂ, Ap
== and War

o ]

peasement,

Guide for Reading

7 How did dictators undermine the peace
in the 1930s?

2 How was the Spanish Civil War a dress
rehearsal for World War [1?

. Why were the western democracies
unable to stop aggressive dictators?

7 Vocabulary 5

n the last chapter, you saw how the western

democracies tried to strengthen the frame-
work for peace during the 1920s. In the 1930s,
that structure crumbled. Dictators in Italy and
Germany along with militarists in Japan pursued
ambitious goals for empire. They scorned peace
and glorified war. “In constant struggle,” said
Germany’s Adolf Hitler, “mankind has become
great—in eternal peace it must perish.”

Unlike these dictators, leaders of the west-
ern democracies were haunted by memories of
the Great War. Spurred by voters who demand-
ed “no more war,” the leaders of Britain,
France, and the United States tried to avoid
conflict through diplomacy. During the 1930s,
the two sides tested each other’s commitment
and will.

Early Challenges to World Peace

Challenges to peace followed a pattern
throughout the 1930s. Dictators took aggres-
sive action but met only verbal protests and
pleas for peace from the democracies. Mussolini
and Hitler viewed that desire for peace as weak-
ness and responded with new acts of aggression.
With hindsight, we can see the shortcomings of
the democracies’ policies. We must remember,
however, that these policies were the product of
long and careful deliberation. People at the time
strongly believed that they would work.

Japan on the move. One of the earliest
tests was posed by Japan. Japanese military lead-

788 Chapter 31
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ers and ultranationalists felt that Japan should
have an empire equal to those of the western
powers. In pursuit of this goal, Japan scized
Manchuria in 1931. (See page 756.) When the
League of Nations condemned the aggression,
Japan withdrew from the organization.

Japan’s easy success strengthened the mili-
tarists. In 1937, Japanese armies overran much
of castern China. (See page 757.) Once again,
western protests had no effect.

Italy invades Ethiopia. In Italy, Mussoli-
ni used his new, modern military to pursue his
own imperialist ambitions. He looked first to
Ethiopia, in northeastern Africa. Italy’s defeat
by the Ethiopians at the battle of Adowa in
1896 still rankled. (See page 639.)

In 1935, Italy invaded Ethiopia. Although
the Ethiopians resisted bravely, their outdated
weapons were no match for Mussolini’s tanks,
machine guns, poison gas, and airplanes. The
Ethiopian king Haile Selassie (Hi lee suh 1as ee)
appealed to the League of Nations for help. The
league voted sanctions, or penalties, against
Italy for having violated international law.
League members agreed to stop selling weapons
or other war materials to Italy. But the sanctions
did not extend to petroleum, which fueled
modern warfare. Besides, the sanctions were not
enforced. By early 1936, Italy had conquered
Ethiopia.

Hitler’s challenge. By then, Hitler, too,
had tested the will of the western democracies
and found it weak. First, he built up the German
military in defiance of the Versailles treaty.
Then, in 1936, he sent troops into the
Rhineland—another treaty violation. The area
belonged to Germany, but it lay on the fronter
with France. (See the map on page 791.) In
1919, France had insisted that the Rhineland be
a “demilitarized” zone, off-limits to German
troops.

Hitler’s successful challenge of the hated
Versailles treaty increased his popularity in Ger-
many. Western democracies denounced his
moves but took no real action. Instead, they
adopted a policy of zp- , giving in to
the demands of an aggressor in order to keep
the peace.

Why appeasement? The policy of ap-
peasement evolved for various recasons. France
was demoralized, suffering from political divi-

o]




sions at home. It needed British support for any
move against Hitler.

The British, however, had no desire to con-
front the German dictator. Some Britons
thought that Hitler’s actions were a justified re-
sponse to the Versailles treaty, which they be-
lieved had been too harsh.

In both Britain and France, many saw Hitler
as a defense against a worse evil—the spread of
Soviet communism. Also, the Great Depression
sapped the energies of the western democracies.
Finally, widespread & , or opposition to
all war, and disgust with the last war pushed
governments to seek peace at any price.

Reaction in the United States. As war
clouds gathered in Europe in the mid-1930s,
the United States Congress passed a series of
Neutrality Acts. One law forbade the sale of
arms to any nation at war. Others outlawed
loans to warring nations and prohibited Ameri-
cans from traveling on ships of warring powers.
The fundamental goal of American policy, how-
ever, was to avoid involvement in a European
war, not to prevent such a conflict.

Rome-Berlin-Tokyo Axis. In the face of
the democracies’ apparent weakness, Germany,
Italy, and Japan formed what became known as
the Rome-Berlin-Tokyo Axis. The three nations
agreed to fight Soviet communism. They also
agreed not to interfere with one another’s plans
for expansion. The agreement cleared the way
for these anti-democratic, aggressor powers to
take even bolder steps to bring other nations
under their sway.

The Spanish Civil War

In 1936, Spain plunged into civil war. Al-
though the Spanish Civil War was a local strug-
gle, it soon drew other European powers into
the fighting.

From monarchy to republic. In the
1920s, Spain was a monarchy dominated by a
landowning upper class, the Catholic Church,
and the military. Most Spaniards were poor
peasants or urban workers. In 1931, popular
unrest against the old order forced the king to
leave Spain. A republic was set up with a new,
more liberal constitution.

The republican government passed a series
of controversial reforms. It took over some

jpia Ethiopian king Haile
oWn‘ here asked the League of |
er Italy invaded his country in 1

‘ league s weak respons' ncouraged Mussolini to
pursue the war in Ethiopia and gave a green light to
the expansionist plans of other dictators. Impect of
the Individual Do you think Haile Selassie was
right to ask for help from the League of Nations? -
Explam W o

Church lands and ended Church control of ed-
ucation. It redistributed some land to peasants,
gave women the vote, and ended some privi-
leges of the old ruling class. These moves split
the people of Spain. Communists and other left-
ists demanded more radical reforms. On the
right, conservatives backed by the military re-
jected change. Clashes between leftists and
rightists created chaos. Any moderate voices
were drowned out.

Nationalists versus Loyalists. In 1936,
a right-wing general, Francisco Franco, led a re-
volt that touched off a bloody civil war. Franco’s
forces, called Nationalists, rallied conservatives
to their banner. Supporters of the republic,
known as Loyalists, included communists, so-
cialists, supporters of democracy, and others.

Several European powers quickly took sides.
Hitler and Mussolini sent forces to help Franco.
Like them, he was a nationalist and a foe of
democracy and socialism. The Soviet Union and
a handful of volunteers from the western
democracies gave some support to the Loyalists.
Britain, France, and the United States, however,
remained neutral.

A dress rehearsal. Both sides committed
unbelievable atrocities. The ruinous struggle
took almost one million lives. Among the worst

Chapter 31 789
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Guernicy The bombmg and strafmg of the Spanish town of Guernlca inspired one of
Pablo Picasso’s greatest works of art. The huge canvas, completed in1937 isover 11 feet

';tall and 25 feet wide, By the 1930s, Picasso had moved. beyond Cubism in his style of

‘ pamtmg (See page 772.) The distorted human and: animal figures that in Cubist Works
were just images here symbolize the violent effects of war. Art and Literature Why do
you think Picgsso included horses and other animals in Guernica? What mlght be the

symbohsm of the OI/ Iamp and the electr/c light?

horrors was a German air raid on Guernica, a
small Spanish market town of no military value.
One April morning in 1937, German bombers
streaked over the market square. They dropped
their load of bombs and then swooped low to
machine-gun people in the streets. An estimated
1,600 people were killed.

To Nazi leaders, the attack on Guernica was
an “experiment” to see what their new planes
could do. To the world, it was a grim warning of
the destructive power of modern warfare, as
well as a “dress rehearsal” for what was to come.
Later, the Spanish artist Pablo Picasso created a
massive painting, Guernica, shown above, that
captured the brutality and terror of that day.

By 1939, Franco had triumphed. Once in
power, he created a fascist dictatorship like those
of Hitler and Mussolini. He rolled back earlier
reforms, killed or jailed enemies, and used terror
to promote order.

German Aggression Continues

In the meantime, Hitler pursued his goal of
bringing all German-speaking people into the

790 Chapter 31

Third Reich. He also took steps to gain “living
space” for Germans in Eastern Europe. (See
page 779.) Hitler, who believed in the superior-
ity of the German, or Aryan, “race,” thought
that Germany had a right to conquer the inferi-
or Slavs to the ecast. “Nature is cruel,” he
claimed, “so we may be cruel, too. . . . T have a
right to remove millions of an inferior race that
breeds like vermin.”

Austria annexed. From the outset, Nazi
propaganda had found fertile ground in Austria.
By 1938, Hitler was ready to engincer the An-
schluss, or union of Austria and Germany. Early
that year, he forced the Austrian chancellor to
appoint Nazis to key cabinet posts. When the
Austrian leader balked at other demands, Hitler
sent in the German army “to preserve order.”

The Anschluss violated the Versailles treaty
and created a brief war scare. But Hitler quickly
silenced any Austrians who opposed the Ger-
man takeover. And since the western democra-
cies took no action, Hitler easily had his way.

The Czech crisis. Hitler’s next victim was
Czechoslovakia. At first, he insisted that the
three million Germans in the Sudetenland in
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to show that aggression?

Between 1936 and 1939, Germany and Italy repeatedly threatened
the peace in Europe.

1. Location On the map, locate (a) Germany, (b) ltaly,
(c) Sudetenland, (d) Rhineland, (e) Albania, (f) Dachau.

2. Region Locate the region called the Polish Corridor. Why is that
an appropriate name for the region?

3. Critical Thinking Applying Information (a) What example of Italian aggression in the
19305 s not shown on the map? (b) What changes on the map would be required in order

western Czechoslovakia be given autonomy.
The demand set off new alarms among the
democracies.

Czechoslovakia was one of two remaining
democracies in Eastern Europe (Finland was the
other). Still, Britain and France were not willing
to go to war to save it. As British and French
leaders searched for a peaceful solution, Hitler
increased his price. The Sudetenland, he said,
must be annexed to Germany.

At the Munich Conference in September
1938, British and French leaders again chose ap-

peasement. They caved in to Hitler’s demands
and then persuaded the Czechs to surrender the
Sudetenland without a fight. In exchange, Hit-
ler assured Britain and France that he had no
further plans for expansion.

“Peace for our time.” Returning from
Munich, the British prime minister Neville
Chamberlain told cheering crowds that he had
achieved “peace for our time.” In the House of
Commons, he declared that the Munich Pact
had “saved Czechoslovakia from destruction
and Europe from Armageddon.” The French
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leader Edouard Daladier had a different reaction
to the joyous crowds that greeted him in Paris.
“The fools, why are they cheering?” he asked.

The Czech crisis revealed the Nazi menace.
British politician Winston Churchill, who had
long warned of the Nazi threat, judged the
diplomats harshly: “They had to choose be-
tween war and dishonor. They chose dishonor;
they will have war.”

The Plunge Toward War

As Churchill predicted, Munich did not
bring peace. Instead, Europe plunged rapidly
toward war. In March 1939, Hitler gobbled up
the rest of Czechoslovakia. The democracies fi-
nally accepted the fact that appeasement had
failed. At last thoroughly alarmed, they
promised to protect Poland, most likely the next
target of Hitler’s expansion.

Nazi-Soviet Pact. In August 1939, Hitler
stunned the world by announcing a nonaggres-
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sion pact with his great encmy—Joseph Stalin,
head of the Soviet Union. Publicly, the Nazi-
Soviet Pact bound Hitler and Stalin to peaceful
relations. Secretly, the two agreed (1) not to
fight if the other went to war and (2) to divide
up Poland and other parts of Eastern Europe
between them.

The pact was based not on friendship or re-
spect but on mutual need. The Nazis feared
communism as Stalin feared fascism. But Hitler
wanted a free hand in Poland. Also, he did not
want to fight a war with the western democra-
cies and the Soviet Union at the same time.

For his part, Stalin had sought allies among
the western democracies against the Nazi men-
ace. Mutual suspicions, however, kept them
apart. By joining with Hitler, Stalin bought time
to build up Soviet defenses. He also saw a
chance for important territorial gains.

Invasion of Poland. On September 1,
1939, a week after the Nazi-Soviet Pact, Ger-
man forces stormed into Poland. Two days later,
Britain and France honored their commitment
to Poland and declared war on Germany. World
War IT had begun. There was no joy at the news
of war as there had been in 1914. The British
poet W. H. Auden caught the mood of gloom in
these lines:

661In the nightmare of the dark
All the dogs of Europe bark
And the living nations wait
Each sequestered in its hate.99

Why War Came

Many factors contributed to World War I1.
You have learned some of the reasons behind
Axis aggression. You have also seen why western
democracies adopted a policy of appeasement.
Today, historians often see the war as an effort
to revise the 1919 peace settlement. The Ver-
sailles treaty had divided Europe into two
camps—those who were satisfied with its terms
and those who were not. Germany, Italy, Japan,

Aggression by the Axis powers re-
sulted in World War Il. How can
countries stop aggression by other
nations?



and the Soviet Union all felt betrayed or exclud-
ed by the settlement and wanted to change it.

Since 1939, people have debated issues such
as why the western democracies failed to re-
spond forcefully to the Nazi threat and whether
they could have stopped Hitler if they had re-
sponded. Dreading war, the democracies hoped
that diplomacy and compromise would right old
wrongs and prevent further aggression. They
were distracted by political and economic prob-
lems and misread Hitler’s intentions. A few peo-
ple warned of the danger, but most disregarded
even Hitler’s declared goals in Mein Kampf.
(See page 779.)

Many historians today think that Hitler
might have been stopped in 1936, before Ger-
many was fully rearmed. If Britain and France
had taken military action then, they argue, Hit-
ler would have had to retreat. But the French
and British were unwilling to risk war. The expe-
rience of World War I and awareness of the de-
structive power of modern technology made the
idea of renewed fighting unbearable. Unfortu-
nately, when war came, it proved to be even
more horrendous than anyone had imagined.
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1. Identify (a) Haile Selassie, (b) Rome-Berlin-
Tokyo Axis, (c) Guernica, (d) Anschluss,

(e) Munich Conference, (f) Neville Chamber-
lain, (g) Nazi-Soviet Pact.

2. Define (a) sanction, (b) appeasement,

(c) pacifism.

3. (a) List three acts of aggression by ltaly, Ger-
many, and Japan during the 1930s. (b) How
did the western democracies respond to each?

4. How did the Spanish Civil War become a
battleground for the competing political
forces in the western world?

5. (a) Why did the western democracies follow a
policy of appeasement? (b) How did the ag-
gressor nations respond to appeasement?

6. Critical Thinking Recognizing Caus-
es and Effects How was the Munich Con-
ference a turning point in the road toward
war?

7. ACTIVITY Make an illustrated time line
titled “The Road to World War II.”
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Guide for Reading

O How did new technologies affect the
fighting in World War 1i?

1 What goals did the Axis powers pursue in
Europe and Asia?

& Why did Japan attack the United States?
O Vecabulary o:f

“E__‘Eitlcr will collapse the day we declare war on

& Germany,” predicted a confident French
general on the eve of World War II. He could
not have been more wrong. World War II, the
costliest war in history, lasted six years—from
1939 to 1945. It pitted the Axis powers, chiefly
Germany, Italy, and Japan, against the Allied
powers, which eventually included Britain,
France, the Soviet Union, China, the United
States, and 45 other nations.

Unlike World War I, with its dug-in defen-
sive trenches, the new global conflict was a war
of aggressive movement. In the early years,
things went badly for the Allies as Axis forces
swept across Europe, North Africa, and Asia,
piling up victories.

The First Onslaught

In September 1939, Nazi forces stormed
into Poland revcahng thL enormous power of
Hitler’s © =, or “lightning war.” First,
German planes bombed airfields, factorics,
towns, and cities, and screaming dwe bombcrs
fired on troops and civilians. Then fast-moving
tanks and troop transports roared into the coun-
try. The Polish army fought back but could not
stop the motorized onslaught.

While Germany attacked from the west,
Stalin’s forces invaded from the east, grabbing
areas promised under the Nazi-Soviet Pact.
Within a month, Poland ceased to exist.

With Poland crushed, Hitler passed the win-
ter without much further action. Stalin’s armies,
however, pushed on into the Baltic states of
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Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania. They also seized
part of Finland, which put up stiff but unsuc-
cessful resistance.

Early Axis triumphs. During that first
winter, the French hunkered down behind the
Maginot Line. (See page 768.) Britain sent
troops to wait with them. Some reporters
dubbed this quiet time the “phony war.”

Then, in April 1940, the war exploded into
action. Hitler launched a blitzkrieg against Nor-
way and Denmark, both of which soon fell.
Next, his forces slammed into the Netherlands
and Belgium. Within weeks, Germany had over-
run them, too.

Miracle of Dunkirk. By May, German
forces were pouring into France. Retreating Al-
lied forces were soon trapped between the ad-
vancing Nazis and the English Channel. In a
desperate gamble, the British sent every avail-
able naval vessel, merchant ship, and even every
pleasure boat across the choppy channel to
pluck stranded troops off the beaches of
Dunkirk and Ostend.

Despite German air attacks, the improvised
armada ferried more than 300,000 troops to
safety. This heroic rescue, dubbed the “miracle
of Dunkirk,” greatly raised British morale.

France falls. Meanwhile, German forces
headed south toward Paris. Sensing an easy vic-
tory, Italy declared war on France and attacked
from the south. Overwhelmed and demoral-
ized, France surrendered.

On June 22, 1940, in a forest clearing in
northeastern France, Hitler avenged the Ger-
man defeat of 1918. He forced the French to
sign the surrender documents in the same rail-
road car in which Germany had signed the
armistice ending World War 1. A young Ameri-
can reporter described the scene:

661 observed [Hitler’s] face. It was grave,
solemn, yet brimming with revenge.
There was also in it . . . a note of the
triumphant conqueror, the defier of
the world. There was something else,
difficult to describe, in his expression; a
sort of scornful, inner joy at being pres-
ent at this great reversal of fate—a re-
versal he himself had wrought.99

Following the surrender, Germany occu-
pied northern France. In the south, the Ger-
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mans set up a “puppet state,” with its capital at
Vichy (VIHSH e¢). Some French officers escaped
to England, where they sct up a government-
in-exile. Led by Charles de Gaulle, these “free
French” worked to liberate their homeland.
Inside France itself, resistance fighters turned
to guerrilla tactics to harass the occupying Ger-
man forces.

The technology of modern warfare.
The whirlwind Nazi advance revealed the awe-
some power of modern warfare. Air power took
a prominent role. After its tryout in Spain, the
Luftwaffe, or German air force, perfected meth-
ods of bombing civilian as well as military tar-
gets. Hitler also used fast-moving armored
tanks and troop carriers along with parachute
troops to storm through Europe.

Technology created a war machine with
even greater destructive power. Scientists and
engineers working for the Axis and Allied
governments improved the design and effective-
ness of airplanes and submarines. They pro-
duced ever more deadly bombs and invented
hundreds of new devices, such as radar to detect
airplanes and sonar to detect submarines. At the
same time, research also led to medical advances
to treat the wounded and new synthetic prod-
ucts to replace scarce strategic goods.

The Battle of Britain

With the fall of France,
Britain stood alone.
|| Hitler was sure that the

o British would sue for
peace. But Winston Churchill, who had re-
placed Neville Chamberlain as prime minister,
had other plans. For many years, Churchill had
been a lone voice against the Nazi threat. In
1940, he rallied the British to fight on:

66We shall defend our island, whatever
the cost may be. We shall fight on the
beaches, we shall fight on the landing
grounds, we shall fight in the fields and
in the streets, we shall fight in the hills;
we shall never surrender.99

Faced with this defiance, Hitler ordered
preparation of Operation Sea Lion—the inva-
sion of Britain. First, however, he set out to
weaken Britain’s air power and break the British

t!



will to resist. To achieve this goal, he launched
massive air strikes against the island nation.

The battle begins. On August 12, 1940,
the first wave of German bombers appeared
over England’s southern coast. The Battle of
Britain had begun.

Racing to their planes, British Royal Air
Force (RAF) fighter pilots rose into the air.
They scrambled after the Germans until their
fuel ran low. Landing, they snatched a few
hours’ sleep, refueled, and took off to fight
again. A local resident commented on their
bravery:

661’d seen our RAF boys spiraling down.
I’d also seen them do a victory roll
when they shot a German airplane
down. These boys went up day and
night, in these Spitfires, almost stuck
together with chewing gum.99

For a month, the RAF valiantly battled the
German Luftwaffe. Then the Germans changed
their tactics, turning their attention from mili-
tary targets to the bombing, or blitz, of London
and other cities.

The London blitz. Late on the afternoon
of September 7, German bombers appeared
over London. All through the night, until dawn
the next day, relays of aircraft showered high ex-
plosives and firebombs on the sprawling capital.
For the next 57 nights, the bombing went on.
German Stukas and Messerschmitts pounded
docks and railways, buildings and homes. Much
of the city was destroyed, and some 15,000 peo-
ple lost their lives.

For Londoners, the blitz became a fact of
life. Each night, they waited for the howl of air
raid sirens that warned of the latest Luftwaffe as-
sault. As searchlights swept the sky in search of
the enemy, people took refuge wherever they
could. Some hid in cellars under their homes,
others in special shelters built in backyards.
Thousands took shelter in cold subways, deep
underground.

The city did not break under the blitz. Par-
liament continued to sit in defiance of the ene-
my. Citizens carried on their daily lives, seeking
protection in shelters and then emerging when
the all-clear sounded to resume their routine.
One mother marveled at her own response to
the nightly raids:

The Nazi bhtz of London
raged for two months in.

'out of control: Fach

| morning, Londoners
picked through the rubble
and coun ted the dead.

buildings, but i
break the will of the
English people; At right, a
_woman surveys the
results of a raid. At far -

it, Londoners escape
the bombs by bedding
dowr i na subway
Religions and

| you thi k the blitz failed
o destroy British morale.
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661 never thought I could sit and read to
children, say about Cinderella, while
you could hear the German planes
coming. Sometimes a thousand a night
came over, in waves. We had a saying,
‘I’m gonna getcha, I’m gonna getcha.’
That’s how the planes sounded. You’d
hear the bomb drop so many hundred
yards that way. And you’d think, Oh,
that missed us. You’d think, My God,
the next one’s going to be a direct hit.
... But you bore up. And I wasn’t the
bravest of people, believe me.99

The Germans continued to bomb London
and other cities off and on until June 1941. But
contrary to Hitler’s hopes, British morale was
not destroyed. In fact, the bombing brought the
British closer together in their determination to
turn back the enemy.

A German defeat. The Battle of Britain
showed that terror bombing could not defeat a
determined people. By June 1941, Hitler had
abandoned Operation Sea Lion in favor of a new
campaign. This time, he targeted the Soviet
Union. The decision to invade Russia helped
save Britain. It also proved to be one of Hitler’s
most costly mistakes. &

Charging Ahead

While the Luftwaffe was blasting Britain,
Axis armies were pushing into North Africa and
the Balkans. In September 1940, Mussolini sent
forces from Italy’s North African colony of
Libya into Egypt. When the British repulsed the
invaders, Hitler sent a brilliant commander,
General Erwin Rommel, to North Africa. The
“Desert Fox,” as he was nicknamed, chalked up
a string of successes in 1941 and 1942. He
pushed the British back across the desert toward
Cairo, in Egypt. The British worried that he
would seize the Suez Canal, thus severing their
lifeline to India.

In 1940, Italian forces invaded Greece.
When they met stiff resistance, German troops
once again came to the rescue, and both Greece
and Yugoslavia were added to the Axis empire.
Even after the Axis triumph, however, Greek
and Yugoslav guerrillas plagued the occupying
forces.
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Meanwhile, both Bulgaria and Hungary had
joined the Axis alliance. By 1941, the Axis pow-
ers or their allies controlled most of Western Eu-
rope. (See the map on page 802.)

Operation Barbarossa

In June 1941, Hitler embarked on Opera-
tion Barbarossa—the conquest of the Soviet
Union.* Hitler’s motives were clear. He wanted
to gain “living space” for Germans and to win
control of regions rich in resources. “If T had the
Ural Mountains with their incalculable store of
treasures in raw materials,” he declared, “Siberia
with its vast forests, and the Ukraine with its
tremendous wheat fields, Germany under Na-
tional Socialist leadership would swim in plen-
ty.” He also wanted to crush communism and
defeat his powerful rival Joseph Stalin.

The German advance. In Operation
Barbarossa, Hitler unleashed a new blitzkrieg.
About three million Germans poured into Rus-
sia. They caught Stalin unprepared, his army still
suffering from the purges that had wiped out
many of its top officers. (See page 727.)

The Russians lost two and a half million sol-
diers trying to fend off the invaders. As they
were forced back, they destroyed factories and
farm equipment and burned crops to keep them
out of enemy hands. But they could not stop the
German war machine. By autumn, the Nazis
had smashed deep into Russia and were poised
to take Moscow and Leningrad. “The war is
over,” declared Hitler’s propaganda minister
Joseph Goebbels.

There, however, the German drive stalled.
Like Napoleon’s Grand Army in 1812, Hitler’s
forces were not prepared for the fury of Russia’s
“General Winter.” By early December, tempera-
tures plunged to -20 degrees Celsius. Thou-
sands of German soldiers froze to death.

Siege of Leningrad. The Russians, mean-
while, suffered appalling hardships. In September
1941, the two-and-a-half-year siege of Leningrad
began. Food was soon rationed to two pieces of
bread a day. Desperate Leningraders ate almost
anything. They chewed paper or boiled wall-
paper scraped oft walls because its paste was said

*The plan took its name from the Holy Roman emperor Fred-
erick Barbarossa, who had won great victories in the East.



|

ld an army face trying to maneuver
make it difficult to conquer? ‘

to contain potato flour. Owners of leather brief-
cases boiled and ate them—*“jellied meat,” they
called it.

More than a million Leningraders died dur-
ing the German siege. The survivors, mean-
while, struggled to defend their city. Hoping to
gain some relief for the exhausted Russians,
Stalin urged Britain to open a second front in
Western Europe. Although Churchill could not
offer much real help, the two powers did agree
to work together.

Growing American Involvement

When the war began in 1939, the United
States declared its neutrality. Although isola-
tionist feeling remained strong, many Amer-
icans sympathized with the Poles, French, Brit-
ish, and others who battled the Axis powers.
Later, President Roosevelt found ways around
the Neutrality Acts to provide aid, including
warships, to Britain as it stood alone against
Hitler.

The arsenal of democracy. In early
1941, FDR convinced Congress to pass the
Lend-Lease Act. It allowed him to sell or lend
war materials to “any country whose defense the
President deems vital to the defense of the Unit-
ed States.” The United States, said Roosevelt,
would not be drawn into the war, but it would

become “the arsenal of democracy,” supplying
arms to those who were fighting for freedom.
Atlantic Charter. In August 1941, Roo-
sevelt and Churchill met secretly on a warship in
the Atlantic. The two leaders issued the Atlantic
Charter, which set goals for the war—*“the final
destruction of the Nazi tyranny”—and for the
postwar world. They pledged to support “the
right of all peoples to choose the form of gov-
ernment under which they will live” and called
for a “permanent system of general security.”

Japan Attacks

In December 1941, the Allies gained a vital
boost when a surprise action by Japan suddenly
pitched the United States into the war. From
the late 1930s, Japan had been trying to con-
quer China. (See pages 756 and 757.) Although
Japan occupied much of eastern China, the Chi-
nese would not surrender. When war broke out
in Europe in 1939, the Japanese saw a chance to
grab European possessions in Southeast Asia.
The rich resources of the region, including oil,
rubber, and tin, would be of immense value in
fighting the Chinese war.

Growing tensions. In 1940, Japan ad-
vanced into French Indochina and the Dutch
East Indies (present-day Indonesia). To stop
Japanese aggression, the United States banned
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the sale to Japan of war materials, such as iron,
steel, and oil for airplanes. This move angered
the Japanese.

Japan and the United States held talks to
case the growing tension. But extreme mili-
tarists such as General Tojo Hideki were gaining
power in Japan. They did not want peace. In-
stead, they hoped to seize lands in Asia and the
DPacific. The United States was interfering with
their plans.

Attack on Pearl Harbor. With talks at a
standstill, General Tojo ordered a surprise attack
on the American fleet at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.
Early on December 7, 1941, Japanese airplanes
struck. They damaged or destroyed 19 ships,
smashed American planes on the ground, and
killed more than 2,400 people.

The next day, a grim-faced President Roo-
sevelt told the nation that December 7 was “a
date which will live in infamy.” He asked Con-
gress to declare war on Japan. Three days later,
Germany and Italy, as Japan’s allies, declared
war on the United States.

Japanese victories. In the long run, the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor would be as se-
rious a mistake as Hitler’s invasion of Russia.
But the months after Pearl Harbor gave no such
hint. Instead, European and American posses-
sions in the Pacific and in Southeast Asia fell one
by one to the Japanese. They drove the Ameri-
cans out of the Philippines and seized other
American islands across the Pacific. They over-
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bor By November 1941,
American officials knew that Japan
_was planning an attack somewhere
1 the Pacific. Still, they were ‘
tunned by the bombing of th
naval-base at Pearl Harbor. Sa
ne navy commander, I didn
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Political and Social Systems
Why was the bombing of Pearl
arbor a turning point in World
Warllp o

ran the British colonies of Hong Kong, Burma,
and Malaya, pushed deeper into the Dutch East
Indies, and completed the takeover of French
Indochina.

By the beginning of 1942, the Japanese em-
pire stretched from Southeast Asia to the west-
ern Pacific Ocean. (See the map on page 805.)
The Axis powers had reached the high point of
their successes.

SECTION | 2 REVIEW

1. identify (a) “phony war,” (b) Dunkirk,

(c) Winston Churchill, (d) Battle of Britain,
(e) Operation Barbarossa, (f) Lend-Lease Act,
(9) Atlantic Charter, (h) Pearl Harbor.

2. Define blitzkrieg.

3. How did new technologies make World War ||
a war of rapid movement?

4. What successes did the Axis have in Europe?

5. (a) What goals did Japan pursue in Asia?

(b) Why did General Tojo order an attack on
the United States?

6. Critical Thinking identifying Alter-
natives Do you think that the United States
could have stayed out of the war? Why or why
not?

7. ACTIVITY Imagine that you are a teen-
ager during the London blitz. Write a series of
diary entries describing your experiences.




Guide for Reading

@ How did the Axis powers treat the people
they conquered?

@ How did nations mobilize for total war?

2 What battles were turning points in the
war?

& Vocabulary o

World War II was fought on a larger scale
and in more places than any other war in
history. It was also more costly in human life
than any carlier conflict. Civilians were targets as
much as soldiers. In 1941, a reporter visited a
Russian town that had 10,000 people before the
German invasion. The reporter found a lone
survivor:

66[She was] a blind old woman who
had gone insane. She was there when
the village was shelled and had gone
mad. I saw her wandering barefooted
around the village, carrying a few
dirty rags, a rusty pail, and a tattered
sheepskin.99

From 1939 until mid-1942, the Axis ran up
a string of successes. During those years, the
conquerors blasted villages and towns and divid-
ed up the spoils. Then the Allies won some key
victories. Slowly, the tide began to turn.

Occupied Lands

While the Germans rampaged across Eu-
rope, the Japanese conquered an empire in Asia
and the Pacific. Each set out to build a “new or-
der” in the occupied lands.

Nazi Europe. Hitler’s new order grew out
of his racial obsessions. He set up puppet gov-
ernments in Western European countries that
were peopled by “Aryans” or related races. The
Slavs of Eastern Europe were viewed as an in-
ferior race. They were shoved aside to provide
“living space” for Germans.

To the Nazis, occupied lands were an eco-
nomic resource to be plundered and looted.
One of Hitler’s high officials bluntly stated his
view:

66Whether nations live in prosperity or
starve to death interests me only inso-
far as we need them as slaves for our
culture.99

The Nazis systematically stripped countries of
works of art, factories, and other resources.
They sent thousands of Slavs and others to work
as slave laborers in German war industries. As
resistance movements emerged to fight German
tyranny, the Nazis took savage revenge, shoot-
ing hostages and torturing prisoners.

Nazi genocide. The most savage of all
policies was Hitler’s program to kill Jews and
others he judged “racially inferior,” such as
Slavs, Gypsies, and the mentally ill. At first, the
Nazis forced Jews in Poland and elsewhere to
live in ghettos. By 1941, however, Hitler and his
supporters had devised plans for the “final solu-
tion of the Jewish problem”—the genocide, or
deliberate destruction, of all European Jews.

To accomplish this goal, Hitler had “death
camps” built in Poland and Germany, at places
like Auschwitz and Bergen Belsen. The Nazis
shipped Jews from all over occupied Europe to
the camps. There, Nazi engineers designed the
most efficient means of killing millions of men,
women, and children.

As Jews reached the camps, they were
stripped of their clothes and valuables. Their
heads were shaved. Guards separated men from
women and children from their parents. The
young, old, and sick were targeted for immedi-
ate killing. Within a few days, they were herded
into “shower rooms” and gassed. The Nazis
worked others to death or used them for per-
verse “medical” experiments. By 1945, the
Nazis had massacred more than six million Jews
in what became known as the Holocaust. Al-
most as many other “undesirable” people were
killed as well.

Jews resisted the Nazis even though they
knew their efforts could not succeed. In Octo-
ber 1944, for example, a group of Jews in the
Auschwitz death camp destroyed one of the gas
chambers. The rebels were all killed. One wo-
man, Rosa Robota, was tortured for days before

Chapter 31 799

1-18



she was hanged. “Be strong and have courage,”
she called out to the camp inmates who were
forced by the Nazis to watch her execution.

In some cases, friends, neighbors, or others
concealed or protected Jews from the Holo-
caust. Italian peasants, for example, hid Jews in
their villages, and Denmark as a nation saved al-
most all its Jewish population. Most often, how-
ever, people pretended not to see what was
happening. Some were b T
the Nazis hunt down the Jews or, llkL thc Vichy
government in France, shipping tens of thou-
sands of Jews to their dcath.

The scale and savagery of the Holocaust
have been unequaled in history. The Nazis de-
liberately set out to destroy the Jews for no oth-
er reason than their religious and ethnic
heritage. Today, the record of that slaughter is a
vivid reminder of the monstrous results of
racism and intolerance.

The Co-Prosperity Sphere. On the other
side of the world, Japan wrapped itsclf in the
mantle of anti-imperialism. Under the slogan
“Asia for Asians,” it created the Greater East
Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere. Its self-proclaimed
mission was to help Asians escape western colo-
nial rule. In fact, its goal was a Japanese empire
in Asia.

The Japanese treated the Chinese and other
conquered people with great brutality, killing
and torturing civilians everywhere. They seized
food crops and made local people into slave la-
borers. Whatever welcome the Japanese had at
first met as “liberators” was soon turned to ha-
tred. In the Philippines, Indochina, and else-
where, nationalist groups waged guerrilla
warfare against the Japanese conquerors.
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Inlocimst As German armies
_conquered new areas, the Nazis
implemented their programto =~
_ exterminate the Jewish peaple. Storm

troopers rounded up Jewish men, women,
and children, who were sent in cattle cars
_ to death camps in German and Polant
More than six million e
Nazi Holocoust. Continuity and
| Change Do you think that the Holocaust
 could happen again today? Explain.

The Allied War Effort

After the United States entered the war, the
Allied leaders met periodically to hammer out
their strategy. In 1942, the Big Three—Roo-
sevelt, Churchill, and Stalin—agreed to finish
the war in Europe first before turning their at-
tention to the Japanese in Asia.

From the outset, the Allies distrusted one
another. Churchill thought Stalin wanted to
dominate Europe. Roosevelt felt that Churchill
had ambitions to expand British imperial power.
Stalin believed that the western powers wanted
to destroy communism. At meetings and in
writing, Stalin urged Roosevelt and Churchill to
relicve the pressure on Russia by opening a sec-
ond front in Western Europe. Not until 1944,
however, did Britain and the United States
make such a move. The British and Americans
argued that they did not have the resources be-
fore then. Stalin saw the delay as a deliberate
policy to weaken the Soviet Union.

Total war. Like the Axis powers, the Allies
were committed to total war. Democratic gov-
ernments in the United States and Britain in-
creased their political power. They directed
economic resources into the war cffort, order-
ing factories to stop making cars or refrigerators
and to turn out airplanes or tanks instead. Gov-
ernments rationed consumer goods, from shoes
to sugar, and recgulated prices and wages. On
the positive side, while the war brought short-
ages and hardships, it ended the unemployment
of the depression era.

Under pressure of war, even democratic
governments limited the rights of citizens. They
censored the press and used slick propaganda to



win public support for the war. In the United
States and Canada, many citizens of Japanese
descent lost their civil rights. On the West
Coast, Japanese Americans even lost their free-
dom, as they were forced into internment camps
after the government decided they were a secu-
rity risk. The British took similar action against
German refugees. Some 40 years later, the Unit-
ed States government would apologize to
Japanese Americans for its wartime policy.
Women help win the war. As men
joined the military and war industries expanded,
millions of women replaced them in essential
jobs. Women built ships and planes, produced

,
[
)i

munitions, and staffed offices. A popular British
song recognized women’s contributions:

66She’s the girl that makes the thing that

drills the hole that holds the spring

That drives the rod that turns the knob
that works the thingumebob. . . .

And it’s the girl that makes the thing
that holds the oil that oils the ring

That works the thingumebob THAT’S
GOING TO WIN THE WAR!99

British and American women served in the
armed forces in auxiliary roles—driving trucks
and ambulances, delivering airplanes, decoding

C THROUGH TIME 8

Women in Wartime

forces offer women today?

= Although the British and American armies

PAST did not allow women to serve in combat
positions in World War Il, women did serve in uniform
as auxiliaries. In England, volunteers in the Women's
Auxiliary Air Force (WAAF) worked alongside Royal Air
Force pilots. Women also did dangerous work in the
anti-Nazi resistance in occupied Europe. The Dutch
woman below risked her life to distribute an anti-Nazi
newspaper in Amsterdam.

As they have since ancient times, women in this century played key roles in times of war. On
farms and in factories, women workers produced the food, weapons, and other supplies needed
for the war effort. Other women served as translators, spies, nurses, and bomb experts.

Linking Past and Presemt What opportunities did wartime ser-
vice offer women during World War 11? What opportunities do the armed

Today, women play
even more active roles
in the armed forces.
At right, women
serve as soldiers in
Operation Desert
Storm. The Vietnam
Women's Memorial,
below, honors the
women who lost their
lives working in

war zones as
nurses and in
other support
positions.
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= European
;‘5% Axis Powers, 1042 Allied territory, 1942

Maximum extent
of Axis control, 1942

Neutral nations . Concentration camps
1942 1939-1945

Allied advances

Kilometers-.

Axis power reached its helgh 'Europe‘ n 1942, Then the tide begah .
to turn. The Allies scored successes in North Afrrca and went onto
invade Europe through Italy and ance .

1. Locatlon On the map, locate (a) V chy France, (b) Sowet Unlon

, (c) El Alamein, (d) Berlin, (e) Normandy, (f) Palermo.

2. Movement (a) Describe the extent of the Axis advance to the -
east by 1942 (b) In what year did the Allies advance lnto Italy7 (c) Wheh did they advance
through Romania? ;

3. Critical Thinking Linking Past and Present Ifyou Ilved in Germany today, what do you
think would be an appropriate way to commemorate the end of World War 12
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messages, assisting at anti-aircraft sites. In occu-
pied Europe, women fought in the resistance.
Marie Fourcade, a French woman, directed
3,000 people in the underground and helped
downed Allied pilots escape to safety.

Many Soviet women saw combat. Soviet pi-
lot Lily Litvak, for example, shot down 12 Ger-
man planes before she herself was killed.

Turning Points

During 1942 and 1943, the Allies won sev-
eral victories that would turn the tide of battle.
The first turning points came in North Africa
and Italy.

El Alamein. In Egypt, the British under
General Bernard Montgomery finally stopped
Rommel’s advance during the long, fierce Battle
of El Alamein. They then turned the tables on
the Desert Fox, driving the Axis forces back
across Libya into Tunisia.

Later in 1942, American general Dwight
Eisenhower took command of a joint Anglo-
American force in Morocco and Algeria. Ad-
vancing from the west, he combined with the
British forces to trap Rommel’s army, which sur-
rendered in May 1943.

Invasion of Italy. Victory in North Africa
let the Allies leap across the Mediterranean into
Italy. In July 1943, a combined British and
American army landed first in Sicily and then in
southern Italy. They defeated the Italian forces
there in about a month.

Italians, fed up with Mussolini, overthrew
the Duce. The new Italian government signed
an armistice, but the fighting did not end. Hitler
sent German troops to rescue Mussolini and
stiffen the will of Italians fighting in the north.
For the next 18 months, the Allies pushed slow-
ly up the Italian peninsula, suffering heavy losses
against stiff German resistance. Still, the Ttalian
invasion was a decisive event for the Allies be-
cause it weakened Hitler by forcing him to fight
on another front.

/\ D-Day invasion

The Red Army Resists

Another major turning point in the war oc-
curred in the Soviet Union. After their tri-
umphant advance in 1941, the Germans were
stalled outside Moscow and Leningrad. In
1942, Hitler launched a new offensive. This
time, he aimed for the rich oil fields of the
south. His troops, however, got only as far as
the city of Stalingrad.

Stalingrad. The Battle of Stalingrad was
one of the costliest of the war. Hitler was deter-
mined to capture Stalin’s namesake city. Stalin
was equally determined to defend it.

The battle began when the Germans sur-
rounded the city. The Russians then encircled
their attackers. As winter closed in, a bitter
street-by-street, house-by-house struggle raged.
Soldiers fought for two weeks for a single build-
ing, wrote a German officer. Corpses “arc
strewn in the cellars, on the landings and the
staircases,” he said.

Trapped, without food or ammunition and
with no hope of rescue, the German comman-
der finally surrendered in carly 1943. The battle
cost the Germans approximately 300,000 killed,
wounded, or captured soldiers.

Counterattack. After the Battle of Stalin-
grad, the Red Army took the offensive. They
lifted the siege of Leningrad and drove the in-
vaders out of the Soviet Union. Hitler’s forces
suffered irreplaceable losses of troops and equip-
ment. By early 1944, Sovict troops were advanc-
ing into Eastern Europe.

Invasion of France

By 1944, the Allies were at last ready to
open the long-awaited second front in Eu-
rope—the invasion of France. General Dwight
Eisenhower was made the supreme Allied com-
mander. He and other Allied leaders faced the
enormous task of planning the operation and as-
sembling troops and supplies. To prepare the
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way for the invasion, Allied bombers flew con-
stant missions over Germany. They targeted fac-
tories and destroyed aircraft that might be used
against the invasion force. They also destroyed
many German cities.

The Allies chose June 6, 1944—D-Day,
they called it—for the invasion of France.
(Y& Sec Skills for Success, page 814.) About
176,000 Allied troops were ferried across the
English Channel. From landing craft, they
fought their way to shore amid underwater
mines and raking machine-gun fire. They
clawed their way inland through the tangled
hedges of Normandy. Finally, they broke
through German defenses and advanced toward
Paris. Meanwhile, other Allied forces sailed from
Italy to land in southern France.

In Paris, French resistance forces rose up
against the occupying Germans. Under pressure
from all sides, the Germans retreated. On Au-
gust 25, the Allies entered Paris. Joyous crowds
in the “city of light” welcomed the liberators.
Within a month, all of France was free. The next
goal was Germany itself.

_ SECTION

1. Identify (a) Holocaust, (b) Auschwitz,

(c) Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere,
(d) Battle of El Alamein, (e) Dwight
Eisenhower, (f) Battle of Stalingrad,

(g) D-Day.

2. Define collaborator.

3. (a) What was Hitler’s “new order” in Europe?
(b) How did the Japanese treat the people
they conquered?

4. (a) How did democratic governments mobi-
lize their economies for war? (b) How did they
limit the rights of citizens?

5. How was each of the following battles a turn-
ing point in the war: (a) El Alamein,

(b) Stalingrad?

6. Critical Thinking Defending a
Position Do you think that democratic
governments should be allowed to limit their
citizens’ freedoms during wartime? Defend
your position.

7. ACTIVITY write a poem or design a

memorial commemorating the millions who

died in the Holocaust.
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Guide for Reading

3 What battles were turning points in the
Pacific war?

71 How did the Allied forces defeat
Germany?

3 Why did the United States use the atomic
bomb on Japan?

= Vocabulary i

hile the Allies battled to liberate Europe,

fighting against the Japanese in Asia
raged on. The war in Southeast Asia and the Pa-
cific was very different from that in Europe.
Most battles were fought at sea, on tiny islands,
or in deep jungles. At first, the Japanese won an
uninterrupted series of victories. By mid-1942,
however, the tide began to turn.

War in the Pacific

A major turning point in the Pacific war oc-
curred just six months after the bombing of
Pear]l Harbor. In May and June 1942, American
warships and airplanes severely damaged two
Japanese fleets during the battles of the Coral
Sea and Midway Island. These victories greatly
weakened Japancse naval power and stopped the
Japanese advance.

After the Battle of Midway, the United
States took the offensive. That summer, under
the command of General Douglas MacArthur,
United States Marines landed at Guadalcanal in
the Solomon Islands, the first step in an “island-
hopping” campaign. The goal of the campaign
was to recapture some Japanese-held islands
while bypassing others. The captured islands
served as stepping stones to the next objective.
In this way, American forces gradually moved
north from the Solomon Islands toward Japan
itself. (See the map on page 805.)

On the captured islands, the Americans
built air bases to enable them to carry the war
closer to Japan. By 1944, American ships were
blockading Japan, while American bombers
pounded Japanese cities and industries.
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For six months after the.bombing of Pearl Harbor, the Japanese won a
series of uninterrupted victories. After the Battle of Midway, however,
the Allies took the offensive in the Pacific. Their goal was to recapture
the Philippines and invade japan.

1. Location On the map, locate (a) Japan, (b) Midway Island, (c) Pearl
Harbor, (d) Iwo Jima, (e) Hiroshima, (f) Burma Road, (g) Manchuria.

2. Movement (a) Did Japan ever gain control of New Guinea? Explain. (b) When did the Allies
advance into Manchuria? (c) When did they reach the Philippines?

3. Critical Thinking Making Inferences How did geography make it difficult. for /apan to keep
control of jts empire?

In October 1944, MacArthur began to re- The Nazis Defeated
take the Philippines. The British meanwhile
were pushing the Japanese back in the jungles of Hitler, too, scorned talk of surrender. “If
Burma and Malaya. Despite such setbacks, the  the war is to be lost,” he declared, “the nation
militarists who dominated the Japanese govern-  also will perish.” To win the assault on “Fortress
ment rejected any suggestions of surrender. Europe,” the Allies had to use devastating force.
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Battle of the Bulge. After frecing France,
the Allies battled toward Germany. As they ad-
vanced into Belgium in December 1944, Ger-
many launched a massive counterattack. Hitler
was throwing everything into a final effort.

At the bloody Battle of the Bulge, both
sides took terrible losses. The Germans drove
the Allies back in several places but were unable
to break through. The Battle of the Bulge
slowed the Allied advance, but it was Hitler’s
last success.

The air war. By this time, Germany was
reeling under round-the-clock bombing. For
two years, Allied bombers had hammered mili-
tary bases, factories, railroads, oil depots, and
cities.

By 1945, Germany could no longer defend
itself in the air. In one 10-day period, bombing
almost erased the huge industrial city of Ham-
burg. Allied raids on Dresden in February 1945
killed as many as 135,000 people.

On to Berlin. By March, the Allies had
crossed the Rhine into western Germany. From
the east, Soviet troops closed in on Berlin. Vic-
tory was only months away, but savage fighting
continued. In late April, American and Russian
soldiers met and shook hands at the Elbe River.
Everywhere, Axis armies began to surrender.

In Italy, guerrillas captured and executed
Mussolini. In Berlin, Hitler knew that the end
was near. As Soviet troops fought their way into

806 Chapter 31

iy

1-25

the city, Hitler committed suicide in his under-
ground bunker. After just 12 years, Hitler’s
“thousand-year Reich” was a smoldering ruin.

On May 7, Germany surrendered. Officially,
the war in Europe ended the next day, which
was proclaimed V-E Day (Victory in Europe).
Millions cheered the news, but the joy was tem-
pered by the horrors and tragedies of the past six
years.

Defeat of Japan

With war won in Europe, the Allies poured
their resources into defeating Japan. By mid-
1945, most of the Japanese navy and air force
had been destroyed. Yet the Japanese still had an
army of two million men. The road to victory, it
appeared, would be long and costly.

Invasion versus the bomb. Some Amer-
ican officials estimated that an invasion of Japan
would cost a million or more casualties. At the
bloody battles to take the islands of Iwo Jima
and Okinawa, the Japanese had shown they
would fight to the death rather than surrender.
To save their homeland, young Japanese became
kamikaze (kah mih KAH zee) pilots, who under-
took suicide missions, crashing their planes
loaded with explosives into American warships.

While Allied military leaders planned for in-
vasion, scientists offered another way to end the
war. Since the early 1900s, scientists had under-

"~‘;Me'¢eﬁzrag@f the ”Bﬂg Thiree” The
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lace at the Soviet ¢

Europe, The three leaders agreed that
Stalin would oversee free elections
This concession would become a ke



stood that matter, made up of atoms, could be
converted into pure energy. (See page 770.) In
military terms, this meant that, by splitting the
atom, scientists could create an explosion far
more powerful than any yet known. During the
war, Allied scientists, some of them refugees
from Hitler’s Germany, raced to harness the
atom. In July 1945, at Alamogordo, New Mexi-
co, they successfully tested the first atomic
bomb.

News of the test was brought to the new
American President, Harry Truman. Truman
had taken office after FDR died unexpectedly
on April 12. Truman knew that the atomic
bomb was a terrible new force for destruction.
Still, after consulting with his advisers, he decid-
ed to use the new weapon.

At the time, Truman was meeting with Al-
lied leaders in the city of Potsdam, Germany.
They issued a warning to Japan to surrender or
face “utter and complete destruction.” When
the Japanese ignored the deadline, the United
States took action.

| After learning that American scientists had devel-

I oped an atomic bomb, President Truman had jot-
rted in his diary, “It's a good thing that Hitler’s
xcrowd or Stalin’s did not discover this atomic |
' bomb.” Four years later, the Soviets had the bomb, |
vtoo Other nations soon joined the nuclear club. ©

I Britain conducted its first nuclear test in Australia in
‘1952 France followed suit in 1960. China was
" next. By the 1990s, Argentina, Brazil, India, Pak-
istan, and South Africa were all close to possessing |
a Workable nuclear bomb. ‘ i
\

: barren wasteland. Japan

| surrendered a few days after the second bombing:
Religions and Value Systems What were some of
the arguments for and against droppmg the atomic
‘,bomb on ]apan7 -

Hiroshima. On August 6, 1945, an Amer-
ican plane dropped an atomic bomb on the mid-
sized city of Hiroshima. Residents saw “a strong
flash of light”—and then, total destruction. The
bomb flattened four square miles and instantly
killed more than 70,000 people. In the months
that followed, many more would die from radia-
tion sickness, a deadly after-effect from exposure
to radioactive materials.

Truman warned the Japanese that if they did
not surrender, they could expect “a rain of ruin
from the air the like of which has never been
seen on this Earth.” And on August 8, the Sovi-
et Union declared war on Japan and invaded
Manchuria. Still, Japanese leaders did not re-
spond. The next day, the United States dropped
a second atomic bomb, on Nagasaki, killing
more than 40,000 people.

Some members of the Japanese cabinet
wanted to fight on. Other leaders disagreed. Fi-
nally, on August 10, Emperor Hirohito inter-
vened—an action unheard of for a Japanese
emperor—forcing the government to surrender.
On September 2, 1945, the formal peace treaty
was signed on board the American battleship
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Missouri, which was anchored in Tokyo Bay.
The war had ended.

An ongoing controversy. Dropping the
atomic bomb on Japan brought a quick end to
World War II. It also unleashed terrifying de-
struction. Ever since, people have debated
whether or not the United States should have
used the bomb.

Why did Truman use the bomb? First, he
was convinced that Japan would not su<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>