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 Opportunity to Learn (OTL)  

OTL refers to òthe opportunities 

which schools provide students to 

learn what is expected of them.ó  

    

        

    (Herman, Klein, & Abedi, 2000, p. 16) 
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5 Big Ideas about OTL 

Â OTL is an equity and access policy issue that influences practice. 
 

Â OTL is a multi-dimensional construct; it is more than alignment 

between content standards and tests. 
 

Â OTL can be measured accurately by teachers themselves. 
 

Â MyiLOGS can measure OTL at the class and student levels. 
 

Â OTL is a fundamental requirement for valid inferences about 

studentsõ test scores, yet it additive predictive value is modest 

based on early results. 
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Access & Equity 

Â òThe issue of curricular access for students with disabilities became a central 

legislative concern following the 1994 reauthorization of the Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act (ESEA) . . . the IDEA included the so-called ôaccess 

to general curriculum mandates,õ which established the right of students [with 

disabilities] to access the same general curriculum that is offered to all 

students.ó (Kurz, 2012, p. XX) 

 

Â The IDEA signaled òa clear presumption that all students with disabilities 

should have access to the general curriculum and to the same opportunity to 

learn challenging and important content that is offered to all studentsó 

(McLaughlin, 1999, p. 9).  
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(Kurz, 2011) 

Enacted Curriculum is the Focus 

CCSSO NCSA 2012 

Conceptual Model of OTL 

Quality (z)

Time (x)

Content (y)

6 

KurzΣ !Φ όнлммύΦ !ŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘŜǎǘŜŘΥ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΦ Lƴ {. N. Elliott, R. J. Kettler, P. A. Beddow, & A. 
Kurz (Eds.), The handbook of accessible achievement tests for all students: Bridging the gaps between research, practice, and policy (pp. 99-129). New York: Springer. 
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Opportunity-to-Learn (OTL) 

Â OTL is defined as the degree to which a teacher 
dedicates instructional minutes to covering the content 
prescribed by the standards using pedagogical 
approaches that address a range of cognitive 
processes, instructional practices, and grouping 
formats.                              (Kurz, Elliott, & Kettler, 2012) 

 

Â This definition is the conceptual foundation for the indices 
measured by the Instructional Learning Opportunities 
Guidance System (MyiLOGS; Kurz, Elliott, & Shrago, 
2009), an online teacher log developed in a recently 
completed USDE Enhanced Assessment Grant. 
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MyiLOGS: Online Teacher Log 
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Å MyiLOGS allows teachers to document their planned and enacted 

instruction along their state-specific intended curriculum.  

 

Å Seven key OTL indices are established at the class and student level: 

1. Time on Standards (Min/Day and %) 

2. Time on Custom Skills (Min/Day and %) 

3. Non-Instructional Time (Min/Day and %) 

4. Content Coverage (%) 

5. Cognitive Process Score (1.00 ð 2.00) 

6. Instructional Practices Score (1.00 ð 2.00) 

7. Grouping Formats Score (1.00 ð 2.00) 
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MyiLOGS: Calendar Reporting 
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MyiLOGS: Detailed Reporting  
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12 Key  
Indices 
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MyiLOGS:  Classroom Observation Form 
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Initial Validity Evidence for MyiLOGS 

Research Questions 
1. Can teachers be trained to use MyiLOGS with high integrity to yield reliable OTL 

indices? 

2. To what extent is there convergent and predictive validity evidence for the MyiLOGS 

indices? 

3. What are the relations between student-based MyiLOGS indices and student 

achievement? 

Sample 
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