




ACTIVITY STRUCTURES OBSERVATION 

SYSTEM (ASOS)© 

The Activity Structures Observation System Module was developed 

primarily to train students in the Resource Consultant Training Program in 
the College of Education at the University of Oregon to carry out 10-second 

momentary time sample classroom observations in a manner sensitive to 

classroom ecology. 
The classroom context within which behavioral observations are made 

has received much attention over the past decade (Berliner, 1976, 1980, 1983; 

Brophy & Evertson, 1978; Cooley & Lohnes, 1976; Doyle, 1977, 1979, 1981). 

One of the most useful concepts emerging from this literature is that of 

"activity structures" advanced by Walter Doyle, David Berliner, and others. 

The concept of activity structures-defined by behavioral roles, expectations, 
and interactions-offers a way to segment classroom time into instructionally 

meaningful components. 

The development of low-inference behavioral observation instruments 
for use in classroom research and consultation has lagged behind our 

understanding of the instructional process and setting, however. The 

Activity Structures Observation System is an attempt to reduce that lag. 
ASOS was developed from three years of observations in special and regular 
education classrooms, some of which has been reported by Tindal & Parker 

(1988). 

This version is experimental and is undergoing constant revision. Our 

goal is to develop a self-contained training module, including checks of 

observer reliability. We will continue to improve both the ASOS and the 
training module over the next few years. 

We encourage use and adaptation of this version of ASOS by researchers 

and would appreciate feedback from users on the instrument's construction 
and utility. Training on the use of the ASOS also is available. Please contact 

us if you are interested. 
























































